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tfaev had amassed too great wealth. The reforms culminated in
the" edict of loth January, 1803, which proclaimed religious
freedom. Such measures called forth the opposition of the clergy,
amongst whom was Prince Ludwig's tutor, Sambuga, who had
laid the foundations of the Prince's religious opinions. This man
had a marked influence in the Elector's family but was in strong
opposition to the opinions and reforms of Freiherr von Montgelas.
That Minister, meanwhile, had watched with distrust the develop-
ment of the young Prince, and had often had to listen to his
criticism of the new policy towards France, It was not surprising
that he attributed these views to Ludwig's tutor, and was deter-
mined to remove him from the young man's vicinity at the
earliest opportunity. His chance came in May, 1803, when the
Prince, at the age of seventeen, was to go to the University of
Landshut. Sambuga was not permitted to accompany his pupil,
who, on 6th May, left for Landshut in the company of Geheimrat
Joseph von Kirschbaum, a native of the Palatinate. While at
Landshut the Prince attended the famous lectures by Johann
Michael Sailer on 'Elementary Principles of Religion'. These
taught 'a gentle, enlightened denominational tolerance',1 which,
however, could not quite be reconciled with the ideas of Montgelas.
Consequently the purpose of Sambuga's removal was not fully
achieved even as regards religious matters, and far less so where
politics were concerned.

The autocratic character of Napoleon Bonaparte had, in the
meantime, clearly shown itself. In order to strike a blow at
England he had quite suddenly, on 5th June, 1803, occupied the
Electorate of Hanover, which was connected by personal ties
with that country. The small Hanoverian army surrendered
without fighting and gave up its arms. Ludwig was infuriated.
He was completely on the side of Generals who advocated armed
resistance to such arbitrary action, and he railed against the
Hanoverian Ministers who had decided upon an ignominious
surrender before any resistance had been offered. The Prince
made a written statement of what he would have done in the face
of Napoleon's threats had he been a Hanoverian Minister:

'My plan would be to defend our country with all our forces___

I would vote firmly and irrevocably for an appeal to the country,
explaining the danger ... of being enslaved and exploited by one
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